
The Shaker Heights  

Pre-K Early  

Intervention 

Program  

Peer Models are an essential part to the success of 
our program.  These children demonstrate age-         
typical language, play and social skills that serve 
as models for the children with special needs.   In 
order to become a peer model children are asked 
to participate in a screening process.  During the 
process the preschool teachers look for the       
following qualities and skills…. 

 

 Good language/communication skills 

 Talks with peers and adults 

 Verbally communicates wants and 
needs 

 Good social and play skills 

 Takes turns  

 Shares 

 Uses pretend play 

 Demonstrates independence 

 Is toilet trained 

 Takes care of belongings 

 Demonstrates Classroom Behaviors 

 Tries new activities 

 Transitions between activities, when 
directed by adult 

 Participates in adult directed activities 

 Displays age-appropriate self-control 

 Separates from Parents 

 

NOTE:  Parents of Peer Models must be residents 

of Shaker Heights and provide transportation for 

their child.   Picking up and Dropping off promptly.  

Peer Models 

Characteristics  

Providing early intervention         
services that enhance successful 

learning. 

The Pre-K Early Intervention Staff      
Members include the following people… 

 Classroom Teacher  

 Instructional Assistant 

 Music Teacher 

 Speech/Language Pathologist 

 Occupational Therapist 

 Physical Therapist 

 School Psychologist 

 Principal 

 Nurse 

 

Please feel free to contact us. 

Noreen Smyth Morrow, 295-4090 

Onaway Elementary School 

3115 Woodbury Road 

Shaker Heights, OH 44120 



The Shaker Heights Pre-Kindergarten Early     
Intervention Program is built upon a tradition of 
quality programming for preschool youngsters 
with special needs.  

 

 Our Pre-K program is designed for three to 
five year olds, and includes both children who   
display delayed development and children 
who serve as peer models.  

 Our Pre-K program meets Monday through 
Thursday.  Children attend either a morning or 
an afternoon session, for two and a half 
hours. 

  The curriculum is child-centered and        
supports the individual needs of each child.  

 The curriculum is designed around IB units of 
inquiry, which align with the Ohio Early  
Learning Content Standards.  

 Instruction is developmentally appropriate and 
builds upon the strengths of each student and 
responds to areas that need development.  

 Planning and implementation of instruction is 
done collaboratively by a team of highly  
qualified professionals.  

Classrooms are especially equipped and   
designed to reflect the needs of young      
children.  The daily schedule for children   
fluctuates between active and quiet        
activities, recognizing children’s limited  
attending skills and their need to move. The 
activities include a balance of adult-directed 
small and large group activities as well as 
child selected  individual or small group  
activities. Activities are chosen and        
designed that are developmentally         
appropriate, child-centered, recognizing 
individual difference, but also  addressing 
objectives determined by individual        
education programs (IEP) goals.  The    
children have opportunities to engage in a 
variety of activities.  Some of these         

activities might include... 

 Cooperative  Play Time 

 Music 

 Journaling 

 Math 

 Science 

 Literacy 

 Circle Time 

 Story Time 

 Cooking 

 Art and Crafts 

 Gym/Playground Time 

 Snack 

Our  

Day Our  

Program 

Our  

Philosophy 

 Children need to have their basic 

needs met in order to fully develop 

their potential.   

 Children learn best when they are in 

an environment that provides an     

appropriate level of support.   

 Interrelations among children, families 

and communities form the core of   

preschool services. 

 Children learn best when activities are 

developmentally and individually    

appropriate.   

 Children learn best through play,    

inquiry and discovery.   

 Children need to learn effective      

socialization skills.     

 Children acquire the appreciation of 

differences in society through         

interactions with diverse groups of  

children and adults.   

Shaker Heights City School’s            

Early Childhood division                   

holds the following beliefs: 


